
With today’s mutable identities and various kinds of warfare, 
how do we further our understanding of war? his book pro-
poses an innovative and transversal perspective. Reviewing 
inluential war theories from Machiavelli to the present, it 
analyzes how they simplify and reduce war in terms of time, 
space, interaction, purpose, aim, and/or evolution. Yet war is 
alive – it is a generative social phenomenon that is accordin-
gly uncertain and self-modifying: a complex adaptive system. 
Examining the social, temporal, and spatial dimensions of war, 
this book exposes its unpredictability, complexity, change, and 
generativeness. War is a rather complex sequence of actions in 
constant motion, and its multi-dimensionality implies that the 
reasons for war change throughout war. Considering war as a 
complex adaptive system allows us to increase our overall com-
prehension of contemporary wars.

Samuel Solvit specializes in international afairs and is author of 
RDC : rêve ou illusion ?, a book on the Congo conlicts. He has 
worked for the French Ministry of Foreign Afairs and the French 
Defense Ministry, and has extensive experience with NGOs and the 
private sector. Various missions led him from Afghanistan to Congo.
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Cover illustration by Samuel Solvit.

A professional training institute for diplomats, international 
civil servants, military oicials and managers, the Centre 
d’Etudes Diplomatiques et Stratégiques (CEDS) – the Center 
for Diplomatic and Strategic Studies – has consultative sta-
tus with the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
and has trained, since 1985, leaders and executives of more 
than one hundred twenty nationalities. 

DIPOLMATIE-STRATEGIE-CEDS_SOLVIT_DIMENSIONS-OF-WAR.indd   1 12/10/12   15:51


