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Any claim at examining the issue of “Moroccan neo-constitutionalism: meeting the
challenge of the Arab Spring” is both a necessary and paradoxical task. It is necessary to
the extent that we cannot ignore the time that has been chosen for the promulgation of
the new July 2011 Constitution, with the aim of meeting the expectations of the diferent
components of the population, particularly the youth. Institutional reforms are not
enough to solve all problems, although they provide a strong signal of the ability of the
leaders to take into account the biterness and hopes which, in the rest of the Arab world,
have taken a violent form that has generated alternate phases of rioting and repression
with their ensuing succession of deaths, sometimes blind persecutions, and economic
crisis. Morocco, at least, has managed to avoid such a situation. The examination is a
paradoxical one since the constitutional text is set in a continuity that very few countries
can match, including a regular development of recognized and protected human rights
and civil liberties, in a transition time of a litle less than 50 years. This has been coupled
by an extension of the role of the head of the government and assemblies, with the
appearance and acceptation of a real constitutional control and recognition of the values
of decentralization and independent institutional lourishing.
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