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In Africa, the Sahel region polarizes a lot of attention from the 
international community because of its rich potential, which is in 
stark contrast to its fragile and worsening security situation - all 
against the backdrop of a powerful demographic dynamic marked 
by a considerable proportion of young people.

This publication aims to deepen reflection on the causes of conflict 
and fragility in the Sahel and potential relationships with Africa’s 
demography. UNFPA, national statistical institutes and renowned 
research institutions worked together to combine theoretical and 
empirical approaches to highlight the potential role of population 
dynamics in the occurrence of security crises in the Sahel.

The report aims to provide policy makers and development partners 
with data and evidence that can contribute to the design of better 
policies which enable far more effective and sustainable responses 
to current and future challenges in the Sahel.

Mabingué Ngom has been UNFPA’s Regional Director for the West 
and Central Africa region since January 2015. An economic planner by 
training, a public policy specialist and an expert in organizational change 
management, he has more than 30 years of national and international 
experience. Mr Ngom has promoted important programmes favoring the 
emergence of Africa, including the demographic dividend, to achieve 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Committed to the empowerment of young 
people, he launched the #PutYoungPeopleFirst campaign in 2016. Nominated as one of 
the 100 Most Influential Africans of 2019 in the New African Magazine, he led the work on 
a seminal book titled “GOAL 17, Partnership: UNFPA’s approach for the transformation of 
Africa and the world” on the importance of strategic partnerships for Africa.
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