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DARFUR PEACEKEEPERS
THE AFRICAN UNION PEACEKEEPING MISSION IN  

DARFUR (AMIS) FROM THE PERSPECTIVE 
OF A HUNGARIAN MILITARY ADVISOR

“Dr. Besenyő has written a troubling, first-hand account of the remarkably complex and 
difficult operation the AU/UN peacekeeping effort was in Darfur. It should be read by 
policymakers who contemplate these operations in the future.”

Andrew Natsios, Director of the Scowcroft Institute 
of International Affairs and Executive Professor

“First-hand observation over 12 years, memory, official records, and old-fashioned col-
lection of oral testimonies are deployed by János Besenyő - a soldier engaged in peace 
operations - to present an engaging and honest book on thankless peace-keeping work 
in the turbulent and warring Darfur, between and among people driven by bitterness and 
mutual hate from 2003 to 2008. The forensic details reveal the pioneering efforts of 
the Hungarian soldiers in Africa, the complicated war and peace process in the Sudan, 
and the weakness and strength of an embattled region in the context of the uncertainties 
of global geopolitics. This highly readable book represents a practical and intellectual 
achievement that will receive praise and appreciation from specialists in military, peace 
and conflict studies.”

Toyin Falola, Jacob and Frances Mossiker Chair in the Humanities, 
the University of Texas at Austin

“On this important topic Colonel János Besenyő, a Hungarian military advisor assigned 
by the EU to the African Union’s peacekeeping effort in Darfur, has produced a searing 
indictment of the utter failure of the AU’s successive attempts to stop the bloodshed, 
end the widespread abuse of the civilian population and bring peace to Western Sudan. 
(...) most of his criticism is directed at the institutional AU itself for its feckless behavior 
and lack of political competence; i.e. its inability and unwillingness to provide an ‘African 
solution to African problems’.”

William Hansen, Chair, Politics and International Studies, 
American University of Nigeria, Yola.

Colonel (retired) János Besenyő served as a professional soldier between 1987 and 
2018, and from 2018 he is an associate professor at the Óbuda University, Doctoral 
School for Safety and Security Sciences, head of the Africa Research Institute. His re-
search interests include contemporary and recent history of Africa, terrorism, migration, 
peacekeeping operations in Africa, with special focus on Western Sahara. He served in 
several peacekeeping missions. In 2014, he established the Scientific Research Centre of 
the Hungarian Defence Forces General Staff and led it between 2014–2018. His most 
recent publication is „Hungary and the Crisis in Western Sahara” (Monarchia Ltd, 2020).
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