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Gerard de Smaele—A Five-String Banjo
Soucebook: A Selected Documentation A Frve-5timve

In 2015, Gérard de Smaele published Banjo Amimdes, which he
presented m 2016 zt the 19th Banjo Gathenng, i Charlotteslls VA
The cost of franslaton from French to English was prolubitive and so
de Smaele decided mstead to publish separately a selechon of the
documentary sowces which led him and others to 2 closer
understanding of the history and meamng of the Amencan five-sting
banjo.

The result 15 4 Five-Siring Bamjo Seurcebook” published by
L'Hamattan, a vemtzble smorgasbord of delghts relating to the
banjo.

The book 15 1n 12 mamn sections: 1. Monegraphs., and other
speciahized publications; 2. Antigue and vintage banjo catalognes;
3. Biographies—Auntohiographiss: 4. Encyclopedia:—eneral and reference works: 5. Periodicals;

&. Music books and methed: (Mmstrel style, Clazsic style, Falk mmsie-0ld tme mmisic, Blueprass, Tenor
bamyo); 7. Recordimgs & Liner Noges; . Filmography; 9. Banjo Players (Afro-Armserican stvle, Minstrel
Stvle, Classie style, Old Tome Bluegrass, Folk revmval—long meck banjo, Bamjo plavers from the
collechon kept at the American Folklife Center, Temor & Plectum banjo ((0ld zeneration, New
generation); 10, Comtemporary banjo builders: 11. Main decumentation centers; 12. Webography
and well-informed commentary. The sources themselves are anmotated and footmotes zdd interesnng
I very mmch iked the mclhsion of tarthplace, dates of birth and (where zpproprate} dates of death of sach
Lsted bampo plaver. This is mvaluable i tracing the development of the music and assessing who may
have mfluenced whom. Whilst you may be famubar with the plethora of magamines devoted to the banjo, I
found it astomishing to see mast how many books have been wmitten about the mestrument, its history,
plavers and musie. The book is full of useful web hnks and the faw I tested were all stll e One T found
parficularly fascinating was & 133-page thess by Greg C. Adams, Nimeresn-Cenmry Bargior im the
Twent-Fivst Century: Custom and traditfon in a modern early banjo revival it b 35 g 67

Odaly, the contents appears toward the back of the book, and would have been more weeful af the front

In any selection of sources the editor has to be highly selective. The selecton of banjo-players 1= broad
and well considered altheush some of the new zensranon movers and shakers in the bluszrass world, sush
as Chns Pandolfi BB Bowness and Matthew Davis are mmszing. Another omission 15 the Picky Firgers
Podrast, which 15 geming preat tracton m the bluegrass world. There are many typos whack wall perhaps
be comected m fuhwre editons—for example, the jazz bamo player Pat Cloud iz histed as “Patty’, Tenw
Baucom a5 ‘Bancon’ and Harry Reser as ‘Retser.’ ] am also unsure why plectrum and tenor banjos are
cluded in 2 book about the fve-strang banjo.

These, however, are very minor erticisms of 2o othersase lmgely valuzble and scholarly contmbubon to
the literafure of the banjo.

Incadentally, de Smaele 15 lomself = fine sinper and plaver, as enidenced by a short YouTube chp of him
performing Swanne: Mowrtain (hittps//bit. Iy 1K aud4 F).
If vou love the banjo and want a book to dip mto, fime and time again this 15 for vou. Each lnk 15 a rabbat
hole and it’s easy to get lost for hours!

For details of how order the book: hittp://hit.h/ICrorjw

And for Banjo Artitudes: ims ) aman.to SNvCIvs

Are vou reading someone else’s copy of BMG?
Why not subseribe and start collecting all thiz valuable information for yourzelfT
Old BAMC: are in zreat demand and can feteh a good price, beeawse of their unigue content.
Plaver: are already azking for back numbers.




