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T began about three years ago at
a - Soviet-Rumanian border

B8 auto-body mechanic  from
Bucharest, approached  Stanley
-Schear, a Scarsdale baker, to ask if he
‘eould use his limited knowledge of
English to help the American, who

-was having difficulty with the'Soviet‘i

-¢ustoms officials.
= Mr. Schear, accompanied by his
wife, Doris, was on his way by train to
his mother’s birthplace, Beljsy, in the
Soviet Republic of Moldavia, but Rus-
Sian border guards were angry. They
-had discovered goods of resalable
Value in the Schear baggage — jeans,
calculators, digital watches — as well
-as a Jewish history written in Cyrillic.
© The items were confiscated and the
Schears were allowed to go on, buf'the
-incident made a lasting impression on
“them. For the Pop family, it meant
even more: the beginning of a growing
_relationship with the Schear family.
“Two weeks ago, aiter a long corre-
-spondence, the Rumanian family ar-
‘xived at Kennedy Airport to begin a
“new life, in Westchester.
2 They were met by representatives
of their official sponsors, the West-
chester Ethical Humanist Society, one
of whose members has taken the
fami= in. And last week, it appeared

" crossing, when Sergiu Pop, an .
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that the 29-year-old had found a job in
a Yonkers garage.

He had worked in an auto-body
plant in Rumania, but problems
arose, according to his immigration
papers, ‘‘because of conflicts with col-
leagues who belonged to the Commu-
nist Party.” In Rumania, he said last
week, “It was no life; well, it’s good
for some maybe, but when they touch
your freedom they touch everything,
and life is dead.” ;

His journey out, beginning in 1980,
included escape from Rumania, a
hunger strike at the Rumanian Em-
bassy in Paris to obtain the release of
his wife and two children and then, fi-
nally reunited, departure from:
France after they decided that the
government of Francois Mitterrand
was becoming ‘“too socialistic.” All
this came after the meeting of the Pop
and Schear families on the train in
1879.

For Mr. Schear, long a civil rights
activist, Mr. Pop’s defection and the
immigration process, and particu-
larly the border incident, also had pro-

found effects. “As a very political per-

son I responded to somebody denied

- all expression of freedom, but person-

ally I couldn’t believe socialism was
so stifling.””
‘“Iwas a 1960’s radical,” Mr. Schear

: said, ‘““and I thought this country was

not living up to its goals, but com-

- Continued on Page §



A Rumanian Family’s New Start'

Continued From Page 1

‘pared to what I experienced, we’re not
doing a bad job. It could be better
here, but we have a right to partici-
pate and they don’t.”
The first link in the chain that was to
~ bind Mr. Schear, who is Jewish, and
Mr. Pop, who is Russian Orthodox,
was forged when the American de-
cided to wvisit the village that his
mother remembered as Beltz, a part
of Bessarabia in 1913 but now in Mol-
davia.

At about the same time, Mr. Pop '

and his mother, who are both Russian-
born, decided to visit an uncle in the
Ural Mountains, more than 1,200
miles away from the Soviet-Rumania
border. That put the two families on
the same train, the Moskva Express,
which came to a halt at Ungheni, a
border town.

It is a three-hour stopover, provid-
ing enough time for railroad workers
to change the train’s undercarriage —
the gauges are different in Eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union — and to
allow travelers to change money and
buy tourist goods. It is also a time for
officials to examine luggage.

“I heard somebody speaking Eng-
lish,” Mr. Pop said, ‘“‘and I also heard
the Russian guards say ‘He might
have something.’ ” Mr. Pop, who had
learned English by himself, asked if
he could help, “but the Russians said
it was none of my business.”

Mr. Schear recalled the incident the
same way, adding that ‘“he told me
that he wanted to practice his English
and that heliked to save stamps, so we
exchanged addresses.” Sitting now
with the émigré in Westchester, Mr.
Schear opened a thick photo album of
his trip and a folder with all of Mr.
Pop’s letters. »

The Rumanian, who lives with his
family in a nicely furnished basement
apartment in the Edgemont section of
Greenburgh, smiled and fetched his
own thick photo album, also filled with
personal and political memories. -

The Schears’s trip to Rumania, with *

~a side visit to the Soviet Union, was to
include a stop in Kishniev, the capital
of Moldavia, before going on to Beltsy.
Thev arrived in Kichniev aftar tha

visiting Doris and Stanle}y

Rxght Valentina and Sergiu Pop and thexr children Edvard; top; and Emilian, ~

v Schear

ThnNeanrkﬂmm/Mmmem

d

i
dissidents in Moldavia, and with that |
they said I could £0 on to Beltsy, as °
part of a group and in the company of
a Russian guide.””

The Schears did visit the vﬂlage, )
wh.ich Mr Schear sald was just as his |

were no good. 1 said, ‘Why keep them
if they’re no good?’ They said, ‘If you
want to exchange stamps you have to
do it in person.’” Mr. Pop laughed.
“Well, now I’'m here,”’ he said.

In December 1980 Mr. Pop took a

rand, so they pursued the emigration
option.

“In France,” Mr. Pop wrote to Mr.
Schear, ‘‘are many crazy men think-
ing about socialism. I asked many
people why they liked this absurd sys-






